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Where We Are

Distance by road from Bairnsdale
Melbourne 282km
Adelaide 1008km
Canberra 461km

Sydney 747km
Perth 3706km
Darwin 4029km

Brisbane 1712km
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Agricultural Statistics Gippsland

Establishments and Area

# of Sown Area of Area of
Establishments Pasture | Crops(ha) Establishments
(ha) (ha)
East Gippdand Shire 988 5473 9150 566,985
Gippsand 6156 | 694,325 20,255 1,478,306
East Gippdand Shire as% 16.1 .08 45.2 384
of Gippdand
Source: GRIS2003 Satistical Profile East Gippsland
Vegetable Production Breakdown
Gippsland
Production
Area (Ha) (Tonnes)
Potatoes 3652.2 110149.1
Asparagus 125.2 423.6
Beans 604.5 2002.2
Broccoli 1303.8 5073.3
Cabbages 286.5 11323
Capsicum 93.6 1595.6
Carrots 578.8 15338.2
Cauliflower 190.3 2576.8
Cucumber 20.4 573
Lettuce 146.4 2487.4
Sweet Corn 380.4 4635.4
Total 7382.1 156177.6
Other 317.9 4466.4
Total Vegetables 7700 160644
Source: GRIS2003 Satistical Profile East Gippsland
Seasonal production / vegetables
All Year Nov Dec Feb Aug Seasonal
to to to to
May May June Jan
Brassica’s: celery sweet corn chilli asparagus|HERBS
cauliflower snow peas green beang capsicum Incl.
broccoli pumpkin eggplant Organics
Chinese cabbage gherkin tomatoes Dandelion
cabbage cucumber Lemon balsam
sprouts squash Soul cap
onion 'Wormwood
Lettuce: leek Catnip
cos, green &red coral, Salvia
rocket, butter, oak, Spearmint
muzunia & babyleaf Peppermint
spinach Lavender
potato
carrot




Business Entities by Industry - East Gippsland 2001
Mo, and Type of Establishment by Town
Balrmsnale Enzay, Swifts Micholson, Swan
Fernbank & (Semm |Cress, Omeo Cann  |Paynesvile & (Mallacoota & |Reach & Lakes Orbast & Mowa | =ast [ of Total e Tatan| % of Tots
Lindenaw Awer  |& Benambra |Brutnen [River  [Eage Paint |Genoa Johnsonvile Entrance |Metung |Mewmersia |Wows | ippsrd | Ingusinies SIppsiE || oo etnes | Y1503 | | nousinies
Industry Mo Mo, Mo, Mo Mo, Mo. iz, Mo, Mo Mo, Mo, o
Agricutura
Forastry &
Fishing 487 15 188 138 27 T&np 41 71 140 T 38 23 1380 2s3 sOE1 31.3| 16661 0.8
Iining n.p. n.p. n.p. n.p. o - 7 279 a
Manufacturing 114 n.p. 5 &n.p. 11 n.p. 18 n.p. T &n.p. k3 11 1B&np, np 213 dd 1112 4.3 18021 8.8
Elecaricly, Gas
And Water
Supply n.p- n.p. ] y 5 143 0.1
Canstricion 248 np. 18&np. 22| np. 53] 28&np 4 123 ] 51 n.p. e13[ 127 3.488 3.5 2737 13.3
Wholezale Traoe - -
70 n.p. mi.p. 8 & np. n.p. n.p- 12 n.p. [ =N &3 1.8 570 22| 10,677 5.2
Fetall Tracs 241 np.| 2Manp 12 5  3anp 16 23 e 9 45&np. np s01| 103 2725 00| 2es9 14.4
Accommadation
Cates And
T e 53 6 19&np. £ g 26 1T &np 5 & n.p. g3 15 21 &np. 5 263 54 45 53| eode 3.9
Transpart And
Storags 100, nup. 12 12 ] 17 & n.p. 7 10 & n.p. 22 10 54 5 274 5.7 1225 4.5 BOGE 4.4
Communication
Senices 13 n.p. 5 np n_p. np. n.p. n.p. n.p. n.p. 18 a4 98 0.4 1876 0.0
Frarce And
Inswrance 104 np. n.p. np.l mp. 11 &np n.p. np. 33 =] 181 3.3 BET 3.4 7572 3.8
Propary And
Business
Senvices 71 np. 20&np. 19 5 51 25 & n.p. 189 & n.p. 84 34 40&np. np 558 1.7 3124 1217|4136 20.2
Gavernmeant
Administration
And Defence n.p. np. n.p. n.p. n.p. np. np. z = 15 o1 34E [
Eduzation 28 n.p. np.| np 5&np n.p. n.p- 10 np| 1&np, np 52 1.1 289 1.1 4507 232
Heaith And
Community
Jenicas b n.p. n.p. o M. T & np. ] n.p. 1% n.p. 8 np 127 z.4 783 il 12264 o
Cuitural Ang
Recraational
Semices 4 n.p. B & np. 5 10 & n.p. G & n.p n.p. 19 n.p. np. mnp. &2 1.7 527 2 4358 2.4
Farsaral Ang
Cdher Sarvicas 75 n.p. 18 & n.p. = .. 12 & n.p. ] n.p. 25 T 21 & np. =] 177 3.7 a5 3.7 E585 4.2
Industry Mot
S1ated 2 1 1 1 2 T 26 h 233 {
Al Ingustries 1g52]  ag] a71] 258] 75| 225] 1a2] 218] 727 139] R EE T 35750 100| 2pass7

wurce: Australlan Business humber Reglster, Australlan Bureau of Statistics, Commaonwealih of Australla, 2004



Regional Centres

East Gippsland Shire

The term Eas Gippdand isused to describe a broad area located at
the easernmodst point of Victoria. The Shire of East Gippdand covers
about 10% of the Sate with 21,000 square kilometres of land featuring
large areasof Sate and National Parks. The population of about 40,000
is concentrated in the Bairmsdale district and Gippdand Lakes coastal
areas, with smaller communities spread throughout the Tambo Valley
and some of the most remote locations in the state. The region is well
serviced with quality education and health facilities and bustling retail
centresin the larger towns. Many of the local townshave outgrown their
original role as service centres for the agricultural sector to become
thriving tourist degtinations. An influx of older residentshasenhanced the
region sreputation asa popular choice for retireeswho appreciate the
warmerwinter climate and relaxed country lifestyle.

Townshipsat a glance

Bairnsdale: The commercial and retail hub of the region, Bairnsdale
accommodates the head offices for many regional bodies, including
the Shire Council. A regional service centre with excellent education
and health services, Bairnsdale issurrounded by a wide range of farming
enterprises including the highly productive Mitchell River flats at
Lindenow and the Red Gum Plains. Rural resdential properties are
popularin the area with resdentsin smaller townssuch as Svan Reach,
Johnsonville, Nicholson and Sarsfield accessng main services in
Bairnsdale. The quality recreation facilities are highlighted by the
Bairnsdale Aquatic and Recreation Centre which features a heated
indoor pool, gymnasium, basketball courts and an entertainment
auditorium. Bairnsdale is an easy three hours drive from Melbourne on
the PrincesHighway and offersa range of affordable housing options.

Lakes Entrance: The major tourism centre for the region and home to a
large commercial fishing fleet. The Princes Highway meets the 90 Mile
Beach with spectacular ocean and lake views to be enjoyed on the
western approach to town. There isa wide range of accommodation,
restaurant and retail services to meet peak tourism season demands.
The development of a privately-owned, sealed airstrip has improved
accessfortravellersfrom Melbourne and interstate. Asa service centre
for the fishing industry, Lakes Entrance features quality education and
sporting facilitiesincluding an indoor pool, basketball courtsand several
ovals. Neighbouring township of Lake Tyers Beach is growing in
popularity asa resdential and holiday destination. Excellent recreational
fishing isoffered in the protected waterwaysof Lake Tyers.

Paynesville: Increasingly popular as a retirement dedination and
dormitory town for families working in Bairnsdale. Paynesville offers
unigue lakeside and canal living with easy accessto Lake King and Lake
Victoria. A vehicular ferry service links Paynesville to the picturesque
environment of Raymond Idand. Highly-regarded for its koala habitat,



Raymond Idand is becoming well known as a tourism dedination in its
own right with opportunitiesto inves in new services.

Orbost and district: Set on the banks of the legendary Showy River,
Orbogt isrenowned for itstimber industry and productive farming areas.
Located about four hours drive from both Melbourne and Canberra,
Orbost boads quality schoolsand a hospital which servicesthe far East
Gippdand region. The pleasant year-round climate, along with easy
accessto prime coadal and wilderness attractions, such as Marlo and
Bemm River, has made the town popular with retirees seeking a more
relaxed lifestyle. Further east at Cann River, the Princes Highway
intersects with the Cann Valley Highway which provides a direct link to
Canberra.

Mallacoota and district: Home to a flourishing abalone industry,
Mallacoota is located at the far east of the region and enjoys a
reputation asan outstanding family holiday destination. Clean beaches,
excellent lake fishing, productive river flatsand a wilderness setting add
to the charm of the Genoa/Gipsy Point and Mallacoota district. Bush
nursing facilitiesexist in Mallacoota, along with education to year 12 and
a busy retalil, industrial and accommodation centre.

Metung: Quality resort-style village seton the shores of Bancroft Bay on
the Gippdand Lakes. Extremely popular with the sailing fraternity,
Metung also offersan excellent lifestyle for younger familiesand retirees.

Omeo and the Tambo Valley: Omeo is an historic gold mining town
offering easy accessto excellent snow skiing resorts at Mt Hotham and
Dinner Plain. A service centre for surrounding grazing land, Omeo and
the nearby township of Benambra, are both well located to capitalise
on increased through traffic on the Great Alpine Road. The sealed road
isa popularand scenic link between East Gippdand and the north east
of the state. Omeo features its own hospital and is a popular starting
point for vistors planning to visit the high country, both in winter and
summer. The small townshipsof Swifts Creek and Ensay are also featured
on the route via the Tambo Valley to Bruthen. Located at the junction of
the Great Alpine Road, Bruthen has grown in sze asa smaller country
town with easy accessto Bairnsdale and the high country.

Buchan and district: World famous for its limestone caves, Buchan is
nestled on the banks of the Buchan River in a picturesque valley. The
town provides services for surrounding farmland and is an important
sopover for travellers heading into more remote regions such as
Gelantipy, Tubbut, Bendoc and Bonang.



Wellington Shire
Wellington currently hasa small but growing horticulture sector with:

« agparagusgrown at Clydebank Farmsand at
Sratford

« vegetables(including carrots, broccoli, peas,
potatoes,

+ sweetcormn,cabbage, lettuce) being grown in a
number of locationsaround the Shire including
Longford, Boisdale, Meerlieu and Sratford

« cutflowerproduction predominantly around
Longford and Sale

Wellington’s climate offers consderable advantages for horticultural
production, with more temperate conditions than elsswhere in the
Sate, and good rainfall. Clydebank operatorsadvise that diversfication
by growers into a number of widely separated areas is important in
spreading the risk of crop failure through climatic effects such as wind
and hail.

The price of land ischeaper in Wellington than in comparable regions.
ThismakesWellington a relatively more attractive location forinvestment
than the Cranbourne - Kooweerup region, and also tempts existing
producersin those regionsto sell theirland forresdential development.
Excellent soils Many soil types exist, from sandy flatsaround Longford to
heavier soilsin upland regions. The soilsin Longford area are particularly
auitable for flower growing and for the clean production of broccoli and
other Brassica s, aswellasroot crops.

The Longford region is particularly suited to a range of horticultural uses
due to soil and climate factorslissed above, and raised duneswhere the
altitude and proximity to the ocean allow for frost-free winters.

Some examplesof companies operating in Wellington Shire are:

e A number of busnesses grow hydroponic tomatoesin purpose built
hothouses;

« Covino Farms Produce, growers of broccoli, peas and carrots for
domestic markets;

 Taylor Family Farms grow a multitude of vegetables (see Who we
are section of thisreport

* Audralian Wildflower Co. Pty. Ltd. currently produce over 200
different species, harvesting all year round for local and export
markets;

» Clydebank Farmsgrow Asparagusfarm forexport;

*+ Olive growershave commenced an Olive plantation at Briagolong.

The sandy soils are well suited to this enterprise. Other examples in
horticulture are the establishment of a large asparagus-growing venture
on the river flats of the Avon River and the establishment of potato
farming in the Meerlieu region. In addition to cabbage and lettuce
being farmed near Boisdale, Wellington Shire s diversity of soil, climate,
geography, farming skils and marketing experience present
opportunitiesfora wide range of agricultural enterprises.



Infrastructure

All areas of infrastructure that a business and its employees require are
available in East Gippdand:

Communications

Broadband ADSL is available within five kilometres of Bairnsdale exchange. All
other areas have access to dial up services and satellite connection. Mobile
phone coverage is available in all areas.

Gas

Natural Gas
Supply is expected to be available in East Gippsland (Bairnsdale) in 2005. Tariff
yet to be announced

LPG

Elgas Charges*:

* No purchase cost for tanks;

* Tank rental $500-1,000 per annum depending on tank size;
* Price 50-55 cents per litre

» Connections are responsibility of customer

*The above information provides an indicative price and may change
depending on individual requirements and negotiations.

Power

TXU Charges*:
$29.70 monthly service charge;
First 650 kilowatts (per month) - $16.61 per kilowatt hour;
651-1800 kilowatts - $17.88 per kilowatt hour;
> 1800 kilowatts - $18.04 per kilowatt hour;
Off peak rate applies 11pm-7am;
Onsite Infrastructure to be negotiated depending on demand

*The above information provides an indicative price and may change
depending on individual requirements and negotiations.

Trade Waste Tariffs

Cleanaway Skip Hire & Removal:

1. 3cubic metres$121 for 1¢ and $88 for subsequent bin
2. 11 cubic metres$198 + $70 pertonne disposal
3. 23 cubic metres$198 + $70 pertonne disposal

Aerodromes
There are four licensed aerodromeslocated within East Gippdand Shire.
They are Bairnsdale, Orbost, Mallacoota and LakesEntrance.



Water / Waste Tariffs

EAST GIPPSLAND WATER
Tariffs 2003/2004

The annual tariffs for all Districts covered by East Gippsland Water are set out below.

WATER BY VOLUME CHARGES

WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS

RATE PER KL

TOWNS & SURROUNDING
AREAS

Mitchell River (Bairnsdale)

55.5¢

Bairnsdale, Lindenow, Lindenow South,

WATER SERVICE
AVAILABILITY CHARGES

METER/SERVICE | AVAILABILITY UNMF'EEERED

SIZE CHARGE aRvicE
WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS No me‘rﬁr a‘gs‘"'ared $112.00 -
Mitchell River (Bairnsdale) 20mm $112.00 $16.80
TOWNS/AREAS 25mm $175.00 $26.25
Bairnsdale, Lindenow, 32mm $286.72 $43.01
Lindenow South, 40mm $448.00 $67.20

50mm $700.00 $105.00

65mm $1,183.00 $177.45

75mm $1,575.00 $236.25

80mm $1,792.00 $268.80

100mm $2,800.00 $420.00

150mm $6,300.00 $945.00

Multi Servi
oo | 1

SEWERAGE RATESPER EQUIVALENT
TENEMENT
SEWERAGE DISTRICT TOWNS/AREAS Building Vacant Land | Multi Servicest
Bairnsdale Bairnsdale $265.20 $132.60 $132.60
Lindenow Lindenow $350.00 $175.00 $175.00

*Multi Services applicable per alotment when multiple allotments are on one

assessment

MINOR TRADE WASTE CHARGES-ALL

DISTRICTS
Annual Charge per Trade Waste Facility $120.00
Trade Waste Volume Charge 50c | per kilolitre after allowance of 300 kilolitres per EQT
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Climate

The East Gippdand climate varies from the mild coasal plains to the
winter chill of the high country providing opportunities for a diverse
range of busnessand farming enterprises.

Temperaturesin the East Gippdand region are mainly between 8 and 20
degrees but temperatures can drop into minus figures occasonally
during winter and mainly at higher altitudes. The temperature rarely
goes above 40 degrees and in general the climate is cool and
temperate.

Rainfall across the region is between 800mm and 1200mm with an
average of around 900mm. Evaporation often exceeds the rainfall
figures.

4 | H Werribee
- O Baimsdale
Average (mm) 70 o sale

72 Orbost
Cranbourne
?é 1o 1o 20 20 20
19 8 9 9 8 9
Werribee Cranbourne Bairnsdale Sale Orbost
200
150 o ﬂ Bairnsdale
Sale
100 l EOrbost
50
o <=
Raindays Cloud Cover

Source: Bureau of Meterology
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Water

Reliable supply
Excellent quality
Varioussourcesand uses
Bore, riverand on farm storage

Irrigation using modern techniques including drip, laterals and
sprinkler

12
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Water Quality Results East Gippsland Water 2004

EAST GIPPSLAND WATER : Water Guality Results

Far furthe=r infcemation pl=ase contact :
Wabsr Quaily Zone @ SEAIRMEDALE Krisiine Hunder - Water Qualky OMcer
From - 1/07/200% o 30/082004 o e Iy

Emall : Eherieniegwaior. vicigoy. e
‘Wiorid Health Organisafion Guldeline
Limils (19245 & | or Ausiradan
DOwinking Water Guldeines 1546
[ware=re apmicabbe)

Feote : 533 Indlcabes no WHT:
puldelime walue specHied.

Entry Foint ipost disinfecticn| and Retiosagon Bil=s Sniy

Farameisr unite Miinimum Maximum Average ;:I:;:-T:r. T T ——
&rgenin | mg'L ; | [l | o.oeH | 0.0+ | 3 | 0.000 | 0.020
Cadmium | mg'L ' | [l | 0.000z | 0.0002 24 | 0.0000 | 0.00s0
Ghigraform | ugL | ;e| | 52 | o | o | 200
Ghromlum | mg'L - | [f g | 0.00z | 0.0 | 24 | 0.000 | 0.050
Collforme (Cofert] | orgs100mL | .:| 410 | 7 | 133 | o | o
Colour () | FCU | :| E | 5 | 13z | o | =
Coppar | mg'L : | .;.;:._-| | 0.043 24 | 0.000 | t.000
Cyanids | mg'L : | -:-:5| | 0.0s g | 0.0 | 0.10
E coll [Caolllert | orgsd100mL | .:| z | i | 133 | o | o
Esscirioal Conduotivity | uliom §0 26 ' | =3 | e | &S | 12 | o | 1,000
Flusrida | mg'L ' | n:n:?| | 0.08 | £ | 0.0o | t.50
Fras Chiorins | mg'L ' | oo | g | 0.8 | 147 | .0 | 0.g
HAA - Monoohioracstio Soid | ugiL - | = | 5 | 5 48 | |

HAA - Dlohksroaasatic Aold | ug'l - | 5 | 28 | 14 4E | |

HaA - Trichioroacets Aold | ugL : | | =g | 24 | 4k | |

Irain | mg'L | n:n:5| LB} | 0.08 | 24 | 0.00 | 0.30
Lead | mg'L ' | o | 0.0oM | 0.0 | 34 | 0.000 | 0.050
MANGINEES | mg'L ' | o | 0.005 | .03 | 24 | 0.000 | 0.100
Meroaury | mg'L - | (e da | 0.00T | 0.000 | 3 | 0.0000 | 0.0040
Hiaksl | mg'L - | [efaf] | 0.0e | 0.0m+ | 24 | 0.000 | 0.020




Water Quality Results

East Gippsland Water 2004

EAST GIPPSLAND WATER : Water Quality Results

Water Guality Zone : BAIRNSDALE
From : 1/0712003 to 30/06/2004

Entry Point (post disinfection} and Reticulation Sites Only

Faor further information please contact :
Kristine Hunter - Water Quality Officer
Ph: 5150 4444 Fax: 5150 4477
Email - khunter@egwater.vic.gov.au

Waorld Health Organisation Guideline
Limits (1984} & ! or Australian
Crinking Water Guidslines 1828
{where applicable)
Mote : -B82 indicates no WHO
guideline value specified.

No. of
Parameter units Minimum Maximumm Average samples Minimum Maximum
Nitrate | mg ML | :u.u::|| 0.01 | 0.00 | g | 0.00 | 10.00
pH [Laboratory) | units ' | 6.5 | 8.0 | 73 | 132 | B.5 | B85
Selenium | mgiL | 0.001 | 0.003 | 0.001 | 5 | 0.000 | 0.010
Trihalomethanes, total | ug/L | '=3| 8 | 50 | 120 | 0 | 250
Turbidity | NTU | u:-.&| 4.1 | 13 | 132 | 0.0 | 5.0
Zinc | mgiL ' | 0.002 | 0.017 | 0.005 | 74 | 0.000 | 5.000
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East Gippdand Water

Parfarmance indicarar

Business Plan
Target

Actual Resulr

Customer Service Quality Report 2003-2004

Variation %

Water Quality Complaints
Murmber of Water Quality Complaints
Murnber of water custemears/ 1000

= complaints per 1000 custorners

Warer Supply Reliability Complainis
Murmber of supply raliability camplaints
Mumber of wotar customars

= complaints per 1000 custormers

FiEs

a5

.7

24

Restoration of Water Supply and Containment of Sewer Spillage Results

WATER SERVICES AGREEM EMNT
STAMDARDS

Business Plan
Target

Actual Result

2.2%

-32%

Variation %

1. Rastoration of woter supphy
Mumber of unplannad
intarruptions restored within 5 hours X 100

Tetal unplonned intsrruptions

2. Containmant of sewer spillagss
Mumber of sewer spillagss (prienty
1 and 2) containsd within 5 houwrs ¥ 100

Total sewar spillages

East Gippsland Water ot a Glance

Warter
20,323
5,303

Custamers
ML velume of water
consumption

79 Km length of wofer mains

3 Woter Treatment Plants

20 Weiter Disinfectian Planis

10 Saparate Waler Supply
Sysiems

Wastewater

14,846  Customers

302 ML volume revse woter

521 Em langth af sswer main

8 Weistewater Tradgimant
Plants (Secondory)

1 Woastewater Treatment Plant
{Tartiary)

Weter racycled

] Seporote Wostewoter
Syatems

10
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8%

100%

100%

100%
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Qoils

* Rich alluvial river soils

e Self draining, well structured
e Srong nutrient rich structures
e Eadst Gippdand sand belts

“Victorian ResourcesOnline” Soil Information:
Soils associated with Alluvial Plains and River Terraces

Many of the soilsdeveloped on alluvial plains
and youngerriverterracesare well structured
and lack strong texture contrast. These soils
are referred to asDermosolsin the new
Audtralian Soil Classification. Black and Red
Dermosolshave developed on flood plains
and river terracesrespectively in North-East
Victoria and are used fordairy and beef
cattle grazing and production of fodder
crops.

Red Dermosolon lowerriver
terrace near Tallangatta

Well structured Black Dermosol on
alluvial plain near Maffra Vegetable cropping in the Maffra region

Black and Red Dermosols in the Gippdand region (Maffra, Sratford,
Bairnsdale) are also associated with floodplains and younger terraces
respectively. When irigated these soils are used mainly for dairy
production but are also used for fodder cropping and vegetable
cropping. The risk of flooding can be a concern in some areas

Younger alluvial soilsoccur in valley floorsand floodplainsin areassuch
asBacchusMarsh and Keilor. These soilsare used for vegetable growing
and fruit trees when irrigated. These soils can be quite variable but
generally have minimal profile development and have few chemical
and physical limitations.
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