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WWhheerree   WWee  AArree   
  
Distanc e by road  from Ba irnsda le 
�  Melbourne      282km  
�  Adela ide 1008km 
�  Canberra    461km 
�  Sydney   747km 
�  Perth   3706km 
�  Darwin 4029km 
�  Brisbane 1712km  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sourc e: RACV 
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AAggrriiccuullttuurraa ll  SSttaa ttiissttiiccss  GGiippppssllaa nndd  
 
Establishments and Area 
  
 #  of 

Estab lishments 
Sown 

Pasture 
(ha) 

Area  of 
Crops (ha ) 

Area  of 
Estab lishments 

(ha) 
East Gippsland  Shire 988 5473 9150 566,985 
Gippsland  6156 694,325 20,255 1,478,306 
East Gippsland  Shire as % 
of Gippsland 

16.1 .08 45.2 38.4 

Sourc e: GRIS 2003 Statistica l Profile East Gippsland  

 
Vegetable Production Breakdown 

 Gippsland 

 Area (Ha) 
Production 
(Tonnes) 

Potatoes 3652.2 110149.1 
Asparagus 125.2 423.6 
Beans 604.5 2002.2 
Broccoli 1303.8 5073.3 
Cabbages 286.5 11323 
Capsicum 93.6 1595.6 
Carrots 578.8 15338.2 
Cauliflower 190.3 2576.8 
Cucumber 20.4 573 
Lettuce 146.4 2487.4 
Sweet Corn 380.4 4635.4 
Total 7382.1 156177.6 
Other 317.9 4466.4 
Total Vegetables 7700 160644 

 
Sourc e: GRIS 2003 Statistica l Profile East Gippsland  

  
Seasona l p roduc tion  /  vegetab les 
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RReeggiioonnaa ll  CCeennttrreess    

  
EEaa sstt  GGiippppssllaa nndd  SShhiirree   
The term �East Gippsland �  is used  to desc ribe a  b road  a rea  loc a ted  a t 
the easternmost point of Vic toria . The Shire of East Gippsland  covers 
about 10% of the Sta te with 21,000 square kilometres of land  fea turing 
la rge a reas of Sta te and  Na tiona l Parks. The popula tion of about 40,000 
is c onc entra ted  in the Ba irnsda le d istric t and  Gippsland  Lakes c oasta l 
a reas, with smaller c ommunities sp read  throughout the Tambo Valley 
and  some of the most remote loc a tions in the sta te. The region is well 
servic ed  with qua lity educ a tion and  hea lth fac ilities and  bustling reta il 
c entres in the la rger towns. Many of the loc a l towns have outgrown their 
orig ina l � role �  as servic e c entres for the agric ultura l sec tor to bec ome 
thriving tourist destina tions. An influx of older residents has enhanc ed  the 
reg ion�s reputa tion as a  popula r c hoic e for retirees who apprec ia te the 
warmer winter c lima te and  relaxed  c ountry lifestyle. 
 
Townships a t a  g lance 
 
Bairnsdale: The c ommerc ia l and  reta il hub  of the region, Ba irnsda le 
acc ommoda tes the head  offic es for many regiona l bod ies, inc lud ing 
the Shire Counc il. A reg iona l servic e c entre with exc ellent educ a tion 
and  hea lth servic es, Ba irnsda le is surrounded  by a  wide range of fa rming 
enterp rises inc lud ing the highly p roduc tive Mitc hell River fla ts a t 
Lindenow and  the Red  Gum Pla ins. Rura l residentia l p roperties a re 
popular in the a rea with residents in smaller towns suc h as Swan Reac h, 
Johnsonville , Nic holson and  Sarsfield  ac c essing main services in 
Ba irnsda le. The qua lity rec rea tion fac ilities a re highlighted  by the 
Ba irnsda le Aqua tic  and  Rec rea tion Centre whic h fea tures a  hea ted 
indoor pool, gymnasium, basketba ll c ourts and  an enterta inment 
aud itorium. Ba irnsda le is an easy three hours d rive from Melbourne on 
the Princ es Highway and  offers a  range of a ffordab le housing op tions. 
 
Lakes Entrance: The ma jor tourism c entre for the reg ion and  home to a  
la rge c ommerc ia l fishing fleet. The Princ es Highway meets the 90 Mile 
Beac h with spec tac ula r ocean and  lake views to be enjoyed  on the 
western approac h to town. There is a  wide range of acc ommodation, 
restaurant and  reta il servic es to meet peak tourism season demands. 
The development of a  p riva tely-owned , sea led  a irstrip  has imp roved 
acc ess for travellers from Melbourne and  intersta te. As a  servic e centre 
for the fishing industry, Lakes Entranc e fea tures qua lity educ a tion and  
sporting fac ilities inc lud ing  an indoor pool, basketba ll c ourts and  severa l 
ova ls. Neighbouring  township  of Lake Tyers Beac h is growing in 
popularity as a  residentia l and  holiday destina tion. Exc ellent rec reationa l 
fishing is offered  in the p rotec ted wa terways of Lake Tyers. 
 
Paynesville: Inc reasingly popula r as a  retirement destina tion and  
dormitory town for families working in Ba irnsda le. Paynesville offers 
unique lakeside and  cana l living with easy ac c ess to Lake King  and  Lake 
Vic toria . A vehic ula r ferry service links Paynesville to the p ic turesque 
environment of Raymond  Island . Highly-regarded  for its koa la  hab ita t, 
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Raymond  Island  is bec oming well known as a  tourism destina tion in its 
own right with opportunities to invest in new services. 
 
Orbost and district: Set on the banks of the legendary Snowy River, 
Orbost is renowned for its timber industry and  p roduc tive farming a reas. 
Loc a ted  about four hours d rive from both Melbourne and  Canberra , 
Orbost boasts qua lity sc hools and  a  hosp ita l whic h servic es the fa r East 
Gippsland  region. The p leasant year-round  c lima te, a long  with easy 
acc ess to p rime c oasta l and  w ilderness a ttrac tions, suc h as Marlo and 
Bemm River, has made the town popular with retirees seeking a  more 
relaxed  lifestyle. Further east a t Cann River, the Princ es Highway 
intersec ts with the Cann Valley Highway whic h provides a  d irec t link to 
Canberra . 
 
Mallacoota and district: Home to a  flourishing aba lone industry, 
Ma llac oota  is loc a ted  a t the fa r east of the reg ion and  enjoys a  
reputa tion as an outstand ing family holiday destina tion. Clean beac hes, 
exc ellent lake fishing , p roduc tive river fla ts and  a  wilderness setting  add 
to the c ha rm of the Genoa / Gipsy Point and  Mallac oota  d istric t. Bush 
nursing fac ilities exist in Mallac oota , a long with educ a tion to  yea r 12 and  
a  busy reta il, industria l and  acc ommodation c entre. 
 
Metung: Qua lity resort-style village seton the shores of Banc roft Bay on 
the Gippsland  Lakes. Extremely popula r with the sa iling  fra ternity, 
Metung  a lso offers an exc ellent lifestyle for younger families and  retirees. 
 
Omeo and the Tambo Valley: Omeo is an historic  gold  mining town 
offering easy acc ess to excellent snow skiing resorts a t Mt Hotham and 
Dinner Pla in. A servic e c entre for surround ing grazing land , Omeo and  
the nearby township  of Benambra , a re both well loc a ted  to c ap ita lise 
on inc reased  through tra ffic  on the Grea t Alp ine Road . The sea led  road 
is a  popula r and  sc enic  link between East Gippsland  and  the north east 
of the sta te. Omeo fea tures its own hosp ita l and  is a  popula r sta rting 
point for visitors p lanning to visit the high c ountry, both in winter and  
summer. The small townships of Swifts Creek and  Ensay a re a lso featured 
on the route via  the Tambo Valley to Bruthen. Loc a ted  a t the junc tion of 
the Grea t Alp ine Roa d , Bruthen has grown in size as a  smaller c ountry 
town with easy acc ess to Ba irnsda le and  the high c ountry. 
 
Buchan and district: World  famous for its limestone c aves, Buc han is 
nestled  on the banks of the Buc han River in a  p ic turesque va lley. The 
town p rovides servic es for surround ing  fa rmland  and  is an important 
stopover for travellers head ing into more remote reg ions suc h as 
Gelantipy, Tubbut, Bendoc  and  Bonang . 
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WWeelllliinnggttoonn  SShhiirree  
 
Wellington c urrently has a  small but growing hortic ulture sec tor w ith: 
 
• asparagus grown a t Clydebank Farms and  a t 

Stra tford  
• vegetab les (inc lud ing  c a rrots, b rocc oli, peas, 

pota toes, 
• sweet c orn, c abbage, lettuc e) being grown in a  

number of loca tions a round  the Shire inc lud ing 
Longford , Boisda le, Meerlieu and  Stra tford  

• c ut flower produc tion p redominantly around  
Longford  and  Sale 

 
Wellington’s climate offers c onsiderab le advantages for horticultura l 
p roduc tion, with more tempera te c ond itions tha n elsewhere in the 
Sta te, and  good  ra infa ll. Clydebank opera tors advise tha t d iversific a tion 
by growers into a  number of w idely separa ted  a reas is important in 
sp read ing  the risk of c rop  fa ilure through c lima tic  effec ts suc h as wind 
and  ha il. 
The price of land is c heaper in Welling ton than in c omparab le reg ions. 
This makes Welling ton a  rela tively more a ttrac tive loc a tion for investment 
tha n the Cranbourne - Kooweerup  region, and  a lso temp ts existing 
p roduc ers in those regions to sell their land  for residentia l development. 
Excellent soils Many soil types exist, from sandy fla ts a round  Longford  to 
heavier soils in up land  reg ions. The soils in Long ford  a rea a re partic ula rly 
suitab le for flower growing and  for the c lean p roduc tion of b roc c oli and 
other Brassic a �s, as well as root c rops. 
The Longford region is pa rtic ula rly suited  to a  range of hortic ultura l uses 
due to soil and  c lima te fac tors listed  above, and  ra ised  dunes where the 
a ltitude and  p roximity to the ocean a llow for frost-free winters. 
 
Some examples of companies operating in Wellington Shire are: 
• A  number of businesses grow hyd roponic  toma toes in purpose built 

hothouses; 
• Covino Farms Produc e, growers of b rocc oli, peas and  c a rrots for 

domestic  markets; 
• Taylor Family Farms grow a  multitude of vegetab les (see � Who we 

a re�  sec tion of this report 
• Austra lian Wild flower Co. Pty. Ltd . c urrently p roduce over 200 

d ifferent spec ies, ha rvesting a ll year round  for loc a l and  export 
markets; 

• Clydebank Farms grow Asparagus fa rm for export; 
• Olive growers have c ommenc ed  an Olive p lanta tion a t Briagolong. 
 
The sandy soils a re well suited  to this enterprise. Other examp les in 
hortic ulture are the estab lishment of a  la rge asparagus-growing venture 
on the river fla ts of the Avon River and  the estab lishment of pota to 
fa rming in the Meerlieu reg ion. In add ition to c abbage and  lettuc e 
being fa rmed near Boisda le, Welling ton Shire � s d iversity of soil, c lima te, 
geography, fa rming skills and  marketing  experienc e p resent 
opportunities for a  wide range of agric ultura l enterp rises. 



 

9 

IInnffrraa ssttrruuccttuurree   
 
All a reas of infrastruc ture tha t a  business and  its employees require a re 
ava ilab le in East Gippsland : 
 
Communications 
 
Broadband ADSL is available within five kilometres of Bairnsdale exchange. All 
other areas have access to dial up services and satellite connection. Mobile 
phone coverage is available in all areas. 
 
Gas 
 
Natural Gas 
Supply is expected to be available in East Gippsland (Bairnsdale) in 2005. Tariff 
yet to be announced 
 
LPG 
Elgas Charges* : 
• No purchase cost for tanks; 
• Tank rental $500-1,000 per annum depending on tank size; 
• Price � 50-55 cents per litre 
• Connections are responsibility of customer 
 
* The above information provides an indicative price and may change 
depending on individual requirements and negotiations. 
 
Power 
 
TXU Charges* : 

�  $29.70 monthly service charge; 
�  First 650 kilowatts (per month) - $16.61 per kilowatt hour; 
�  651-1800 kilowatts - $17.88 per kilowatt hour; 
�  >  1800 kilowatts - $18.04 per kilowatt hour; 
�  Off peak rate applies 11pm-7am; 
�  Onsite Infrastructure � to be negotiated depending on demand 
 

* The above information provides an indicative price and may change 
depending on individual requirements and negotiations. 
 
Trade Waste Tariffs 
 
Cleanaway � Skip  Hire & Remova l: 
 

1. 3 c ub ic  metres $121 for 1st and  $88 for subsequent b in 
2. 11 c ub ic  metres $198 + $70 per tonne d isposa l  
3. 23 c ub ic  metres $198 + $70 per tonne d isposa l 
 
Aerodromes 
There a re four lic ensed  aerodromes loc a ted within East Gippsland  Shire. 
They a re Ba irnsda le, Orbost, Mallac oota  and  Lakes Entranc e. 
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Water /  Waste Tariffs 
 

EAST GIPPSLAND WATER 
Tariffs 2003/2004 

The annual tariffs for all Districts covered by East Gippsland Water are set out below. 
WATER BY VOLUME CHARGES 

WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS RATE PER KL TOWNS & SURROUNDING 
AREAS  

Mitchell River (Bairnsdale) 55.5c Bairnsdale, Lindenow, Lindenow South,  

WATER SERVICE 
AVAILABILITY CHARGES     

 METER/SERVICE AVAILABILITY UNMETERED 
FIRE  

 SIZE CHARGE SERVICE 
CHARGE  

WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS No meter or shared 
meter $112.00 -  

Mitchell River (Bairnsdale) 20mm $112.00 $16.80  

TOWNS/AREAS 25mm $175.00 $26.25  

Bairnsdale, Lindenow,  32mm $286.72 $43.01  

Lindenow South, 40mm $448.00 $67.20  

 50mm $700.00 $105.00  

 65mm $1,183.00 $177.45  

 75mm $1,575.00 $236.25  

 80mm $1,792.00 $268.80  

 100mm $2,800.00 $420.00  

 150mm $6,300.00 $945.00  

 Multi Service Charge 

per additional Lot $91.00   

SEWERAGE RATES PER EQUIVALENT 
TENEMENT    

SEWERAGE DISTRICT TOWNS/AREAS Building Vacant Land Multi Services* 
Bairnsdale Bairnsdale $265.20 $132.60 $132.60 
Lindenow Lindenow $350.00 $175.00 $175.00 

 *Multi Services applicable per allotment when multiple allotments are on one 

assessment 
MINOR TRADE WASTE CHARGES -ALL 
DISTRICTS    

Annual Charge per Trade Waste Facility $120.00    

Trade Waste Volume Charge 50c per kilolitre after allowance of 300 kilolitres per EQT 
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CClliimmaa ttee   
 
The East Gippsland  c lima te va ries from the mild  c oasta l p la ins to the 
winter c hill of the high c ountry p rovid ing opportunities for a  d iverse 
range of business and  fa rming enterprises. 
 
Tempera tures in the East Gippsland  reg ion a re mainly between 8 and  20 
degrees but temperatures c an d rop  into minus figures oc c asiona lly 
during  winter and  mainly a t higher a ltitudes.  The tempera ture ra rely 
goes above 40 degrees and  in genera l the c lima te is c ool and  
tempera te. 
 
Ra infa ll ac ross the reg ion is between 800mm and  1200mm with an 
average of a round  900mm. Evapora tion often exc eeds the ra infa ll 
figures. 
 

 
Sourc e: Bureau of Meterology 
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WWaa tteerr  
 
Reliab le supp ly 
Exc ellent qua lity 
Various sourc es and  uses 

�  Bore, river and  on fa rm storage 
�  Irriga tion using modern tec hniques inc lud ing d rip , la tera ls and 

sp rinkler 
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Map - Rivers & Streams in East Gippsland  



Water Quality Results � East Gippsland Water 2004 
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Water Quality Results � East Gippsland Water 2004 
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East Gippsland  Water � Customer Servic e Qua lity Report 2003-2004 
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SSoo iillss  
  

•  Ric h a lluvia l river soils 
•  Self d ra ining, well struc tured  
•  Strong  nutrient ric h struc tures 
•  East Gippsland  sand  belts 

 
“ Vic torian Resourc es Online”  Soil Information: 
 
Soils assoc iated with Alluvial Plains and River Terrac es  
 
Many of the soils developed on a lluvia l p la ins 
and  younger river terrac es a re well struc tured  
and  lac k strong texture c ontrast. These soils 
a re referred  to as Dermosols in the new 
Austra lian Soil Classific a tion. Blac k and  Red 
Dermosols have developed on flood p la ins 
and  river terrac es respec tively in North-East 
Vic toria  and  a re used  for da iry and  beef 
c a ttle g razing  and  produc tion of fodder 
c rops. 

 

Red  Dermosol on lower river 
terrac e near Tallanga tta  

Well struc tured  Blac k Dermosol on  
alluvia l p la in nea r Maffra    Vegetab le c ropping in the Maffra  reg ion 

.  
 
Blac k and  Red  Dermosols in the Gippsland  reg ion (Ma ffra , Stra tford , 
Ba irnsda le) a re a lso assoc ia ted  with floodp la ins and  younger terrac es 
respec tively. When irriga ted  these soils are used  mainly for da iry 
p roduc tion but a re a lso used  for fodder c ropp ing and  vegetab le 
c ropp ing. The risk of flood ing c an be a  c onc ern in some a reas. 
 
Younger a lluvia l soils oc c ur in va lley floors and  floodp la ins in a reas suc h 
as Bac c hus Marsh and  Keilor. These soils a re used  for vegetab le growing 
and  fruit trees when irriga ted . These soils c an be quite va riab le but 
genera lly have minimal p rofile  development and  have few c hemic a l 
and  physic a l limita tions. 


